W233-Intermediate Expository Writing
Fact Sheet

Course description (catalog): Instruction and practice in producing researched and documented texts appropriate for academic and public audiences. Emphasis on appropriate primary and secondary research methods, organization, writing style, and documentation.

Course description (expanded): This course assumes students have acquired the basic skills necessary to write an academic paper, but need practice and instruction in both library and field research methods which are central to both public and academic research. It is based upon a three-step movement  typical of academic inquiry: (1) development of research questions or a research proposal, (2) a review of existing research which leads to identification of a gap, (3) conducting research which may lead to answers to the research question. This three-step movement should be taught as recursive—a general research questioned may be refined to answer a specific gap in knowledge identified during the review of research. A typical course trajectory might start with a formal research proposal, followed by a literature review or an evaluative annotated bibliography, an academic research paper based on primary and/or secondary research with emphasis on MLA or APA formatting, and concluding with  a reflective essay where the students argue their case for having completed the course outcomes. 

A total of 22-30 pages of “final” polished writing will be required.  Instructors are expected to give detailed feedback to students during the writing process. 

Course outcomes (brief): 

· Rhetorical Knowledge: Upon completion of the course, students should be able to focus on a purpose; define appropriate hypotheses and, eventually, a thesis; respond to the needs of different audiences; adopt an appropriate stance toward audience and topic; demonstrate that they understand how genres shape reading and writing; and write in several genres. 
· Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing: Upon completion of the course students should use writing and reading for inquiry, learning, and thinking; be able to define appropriate research questions, pose a hypothesis, and explore that hypothesis through primary and secondary research; demonstrate that they understand the relationships among language, knowledge, and power by synthesizing related sets of texts on a well-defined topic; and integrate their own ideas with those of others.
· Processes: Upon completion of the course, students should use multiple drafts to complete a successful text; develop flexible strategies for generating, revising, and editing; engage in a recursive process of writing; demonstrate that they understand the collaborative and social aspects of writing processes; learn to critique their own and others’ work; and use various technologies to address a range of audiences. 
· Knowledge of Conventions: Upon completion of the course, students should follow common formats for different genres of texts; practice appropriate means of documenting their work; and control syntax, grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

Required Assignments: 
• Academic research paper based on primary and/or secondary research with emphasis on MLA or APA formatting (reserved for W233)
• Evaluative annotated bibliography or literature review (reserved for W233)

Proscribed Assignments:
• Rhetorical analysis of a non-academic genre (reserved for W131)
• Argumentative paper supported with evidence and sources (reserved for W131)
• Textual analysis (basic—not a rhetorical analysis (reserved for W129)
• Self-designed, non-academic research paper (reserved for W129)

Approved Texts (Instructor can select one or more from this list): 
•Graff & Birkenstein, They Say, I Say 2nd ed. (Needs supplementing—good for experienced teachers)
•Ballenger, The Curious Researcher 6th ed. (Great text for instructors new to the course)
•Rosenwasser & Stephen, Writing Analytically 6th ed. (Complex analysis- good for experienced teachers)
•Miller-Cochran & Rodrigo, The Wadsworth Guide to Research ((Great text for instructors new to the course)
•You may use readings from other textbooks such as The Subject is Research, or NextText. Please post readings via the library’s REX online reserve system
 •It is suggested you have students use the Purdue OWL in lieu of a handbook

Point of Contact: For questions or help in developing your syllabus, you may contact Karol Dehr (dehr@ipfw.edu).  
